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redefi ning technology for the love of musicredefi ning technology for the love of music

personal note
I started Vandersteen Audio in 1977 because I loved music and desired a deeper connection 
with recordings than I was able to achieve with state-of-the-art speakers of that period.

Realize, I didn’t set out to make time-and phase-accurate speakers – this was a result of my 
extensive live-versus-recorded experiments proving that when all the details of the recorded 
waveform were preserved, the sound was simply better – more accurate. Whether it’s our
latest, no compromise Model 7’s with minimum diffraction stealth™ enclosures, Perfect
Piston™ diaphragms, or Fusion™ subwoofers, all the way back to our Models 1,2,3 and 4,
preserving the waveform with time- and phase-accurate design remains, surviving over 30 
years of constant refi nements. 

In all this, my focus has been to share with you the culmination of all these years of collected 
experience the fi nest loudspeaker I’m capable of building with no limitations whatsoever –
including expense – in order to deliver to you what reviewers describe as today’s state-of-the-art 
product.
                     –Richard Vandersteen

Vandersteen pedigree
1970’s Vandersteen delivered the first full-range, time- and phase-accurate, minimum baffle, vertical array 
speaker system with the introduction of the original Vandersteen Model 2 loudspeakers in the mid 1970s.
The late 1970’s saw the introduction of the Active Acoustic Coupler™ bass system Vandersteen pioneered the 
concept of bi-wiring in 1981. In 1982 the Vandersteen 2W subwoofer introduced the concept of Aperiodic™ 
operation. In the mid 1980’s Vandersteen introduced a true, Push-Pull™, dual-motor, subwoofer driver.
In 1984 Vandersteen designed and patented a unique reflection-free midrange driver with an aerodynamic 
chassis and magnet assembly. In 1997 the Vandersteen 2Wq subwoofer added Adjustable“Q”™ control to 
allow users to tailor bass response.In 1997 Vandersteen introduced Battery-Biased™ film capacitors in inter-
nal and external passive high-pass filters. The Vandersteen Model 5 loudspeakers saw the introduction of 
multi-band bass equalization, which, along with Adjustable“Q”™ and level, allowed bass response to be per-
fectly tailored. Vandersteen Model 5 loudspeakers saw the introduction of a unique, constrained-layer damped 
enclosure material that is virtually resonance free. This concept is currently used in the Vandersteen Quatro 
and Models 5 and 7 series loudspeakers. The Vandersteen Model 5 loudspeakers saw the introduction of a 
unique molded, epoxy composite material used for baffles and plinths. This concept is currently used in the 
Vandersteen Quatro and Models 5 and 7 series loudspeakers. In 2009 Vandersteen developed Perfect-Piston™ 
driver diaphragms hand-made from a unique, balsa-cored carbon fiber material. In 2009 Vandersteen devel-
oped Carbon-Clad™ enclosure panels made from a sandwich of carbon fiber, wood fiber and elastomeric 
materials, bonded together in a proprietary process. This unique material allows Vandersteen to deliver 
one of the world’s most rigid and silent loudspeaker enclosures in an affordable product. This concept is 
currently used in the Vandersteen Model 7 loudspeakers.


